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1 Amasya Furniture Concept 

 
In order to create the concept of Amasya Furniture, a detailed cultural research on the city was 

made primarily. The cultural visits that offered the opportunity to recognize the Amasya culture's 

day-to-day lifestyle and the furniture studies that have been made up to now reveal motifs that can 

reflect the Amasya culture. 

As a result of the investigations, it was decided to reflect the effects of 5 cultures which may be 

effective in the emergence of the Amasya Furniture Concept. In addition to these cultures,  Amasya 

Apple was also used as a distinctive concept in the study inspired by the motifs used during the 

Hittites, the Roman Empire, the Seljuks, the Ottoman Empire and the Republic of Turkey. 

During the design process, it was aimed to reinterpret the basic figures taken from the cultural 

figures, Amasya's Apa Mosaic motifs, Hittite, Seljuk, Ottoman and Turkish Republic motifs. 

Designed with the interpretation of historical motifs used in this study made for Amasya Mobilya 

brand, these unique motifs will help different and innovative works in furniture sector in the future. 

 

 

Figure 1- Some of the Cultural Aspects 
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2 Cultural Research of Amasya 
 

Cultural research is essential for a design study in the beginning.  Understanding the background, 

history, geography, art and architecture, language, beliefs and traditions has a key role in this 

project.  An in-depth literature research about Amasya has been carried out during this study by the 

designer.  At the same time, the designer has visited the city, museums and historical places in 

Amasya and gathered information and visual materials for further study of furniture design.  There 

has been a spacial focus on historical background as Amasya has been a key point in Anatolia and 

many civilizations have been settled in this city.  The richness of archeological findings, past time 

stories, geography and architecture have been examined, observed and analysed to make a design 

study to reflect Amasya culture at the end. 

 

Figure 2- Cultural Aspects Map 

Amasya is a unique city ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƘǳƎŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ¸ŜǒƛƭƤǊƳŀƪΦ  IŀǊǒŜƴŀ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 

natural monument with Amasya Castle and King Rock ¢ƻƳōǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŀǊǾƛƴƎΦ  ¸ŀƭƤōƻȅǳ 

houses lined up on two sides of the river and over the river several bridges to bring to sides 

together.   
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Figure 3 - ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ IŀǊǒŜƴŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ wƻŎƪ ¢ƻƳōǎ ƛƴ !Ƴŀǎȅŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

2.1 Geographical Context 

Amasya is located at the crossroads of the roads that have been used since prehistoric times and 

which connects the coastal Black Sea with other parts of Anatolia and is built in a deep valley 

ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ¸ŜǒƛƭƤǊƳŀƪ wƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǿƻ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

IŀǊǒŜƴŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ  

 

Figure 4 - Amasya 
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The integratŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ IŀǊǒŜƴŀ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ¸ŜǒƛƭƤǊƳŀƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ 

ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎƭƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǒŜƴŀ 

Mountain started in the Early Bronze Age and was settled by dozens of civilizations until the end of 

the Ottoman State. In addition to Amasya Castle, the Hellenistic period walls, monumental rock 

tombs. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƛǎǘŜǊƴǎ ŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀƭƤōƻȅǳ IƻǳǎŜǎΦ 

2.2 Historical Background  

The first settlement BC. Amasya determined to extend until 5500 BC; During the period from the 

Ancient Age to the present day, the Hittite, Phrygian, Kimmer, Lydian, Persian, Roman, Byzantine, 

Danishmend, Seljuk, Ilkhanian and Ottoman civilizations were hosted. Amasya, who joined the 

Ottoman lands in 1386, has also made a reputation as a " ŜƘȊŀŘŜƭŜǊ  ŜƘǊƛ" due to the special 

interest of the Ottoman sultans and princes. 

 

Figure 5 - Amasya in past 

Amasya was at the forefront during the War of Independence. The first step of the National 

Movement which started in Samsun on 19 May 1919 continued with the arrival of Mustafa Kemal 

in Amasya on June 12, 1919. The plans of the Liberation Struggle were prepared and the gathering 

of the Erzurum and Sivas congresses was decided here and it was declared in Amasya with Amasya 

Tamimi published on June 22, 1919. 

The Origin of Amasya's Name 
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In ancient times it is known that many 

Anatolian cities are gods or heroes of the 

founder (ktistes). This mythological 

establishment also applies to Amasya.  ERMHC 

KTICAC THN located on an Amasya coffin from 

the period of the Roman Emperor Septimius 

Severus (193-211 M.S.) is considered to be the 

founding god of Hermes' Amasya city.  

According to Hittite documents, the first 

known name of Amasya is supposed to be 

Hakmi [Khakm (p) is]. It is estimated that this 

name continued Persians until the conquest of    

Amasya.  Amasya's name in the Kingdom of 

aƛǘǊƛŘŀǘŜǎ ƛǎ Ϧ!ƳŀǎǎŜƛŀϦΦ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ aΦ mΦ LLΦ 

AMASSEIA is clearly seen in Amasya city coins that have been beaten since the beginning of the 

century. Already geographer Strabo uses the word Amaseia for Amasya.The word Amaseia is 

associated with 'Ama' meaning 'Mother' and especially 'aƻǘƘŜǊ DƻŘŘŜǎǎϥ ŀƴŘ ϥaŃϥ.  Moving 

from this, it can be said that Amaseia means "Mother Goddess Ma's city". 

Mother Goddess Ma is a goddess of eastern origin that became widespread after the conquest 

of Anatolia by Persians. At the same time this goddess is the local goddess of Mitridates and 

Cappadocia. The word Amaseia is also the form of the Hellenic mouthset of the original spoken 

word of the time of the Persians. 

In the Roman period, the name Amaseia was used as AMACIAC (Amasia) without much change. 

For example, we see the name of AMACIAC in Amasya city coins that were beaten during the 

reign of Emperors Septimius Severus, Caracalla and Severus Alexander.  It is known that the 

name of Amasia continued in the Byzantine Period unchanged.  Amasya's name is sometimes 

known as Amasya and sometimes as City-ƛ IŀǊŀǎƘƴŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 5ŀƴƛǒƳŜƴŘs. 

During the Seljuk, Ilkhanid and Ottoman Empires, the Amasya name came up daily without any 

change.  (www.amasya.gov.tr/amasya-adinin-kokeni) 

Figure 6 - Mother Goddess Ma 




















































































































































































