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Eco-friendly production
with less burden on nature
FROM THE EDITOR
Competitive Sectors Program newsletter RSP Info is here with its new face.
From now on, we would like to
present content focusing on various
themes within the scope of the program, from alternative technologies
of the future to digital innovation,
from the transformation in the manufacturing industry to the competitive
advantages of creativity, from increasing food safety with technology support to competitive advantages in the
field of health.
Within the framework of the Competitive Sectors Program (CSP), which
is carried out by the Ministry of Industry and Technology and financed
by the partnership of the European
Union (EU) and the Republic of Turkey, we would like to find answers to
where does the way for Turkish industry and entrepreneurship compete
in the EU markets, how these initiatives follow the developments in the
world, what kind of innovations they
produce, what kind of support they
benefit from within the scope of the
program, and which products they

produce, and to introduce you our 41
projects in total.
Development of the private sector, which is one of the main actions
of CSP, focuses on two key concepts:
Productivity and innovation. These
two keys lead us to two action areas
of our programme which are “manufacturing industry” and “services and
creative industries”. In this issue, we focus on two of our projects supported
under the manufacturing industry title. The first of these is the “Productive
SMEs of Trakya” Project carried out by
the Trakya Development Agency. Our
second project is the “Best for Energy
(Ensuring Sustainable and Effective
Transformation in the Energy Sector)
(BEST)” Project carried out by İzmir
Development Agency (İZKA).
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In this issue, we covered the role
we play in environmentally friendly production as a country from the
most senior authorities. Selma Ayaz,
President of TÜBİTAK MAM Cleaner
Production and Environment Institute, and Alper Kalaycı, Chairman of
ENSİA Board of Directors, summarize
their institutions’ work on the subject. Energy Community Secretariat
experts Irina Lazzerini and Peter Vajda bring the renewable energy agenda in the EU to our pages. Under the
heading “Towards the EU”, you will
find information on the latest situation regarding Chapter 20, Enterprise
and Industrial Policy, which falls directly into the working area of the
CSP.
We wish you a pleasant reading.

News from CISOP
September and October were busy both for our
Program and our projects. After a long break, we
accelerated face-to-face activities again and focused
on our field visits. In this context, we first visited our
4 projects carried out in Izmir and discussed the
needs and expectations.

Then we went to visit “Kars City with its Own
Historical Identity” Project being carried out in
Kars, and then the “Revitalization of the Tourism
Sector in Adıyaman and Malatya Dried Apricot
Licensed Warehouse and Exchange” projects.

In October, we organized a weekend event in Sapanca
where our Ministry’s CSP team worked on risk management.
Afterwards, we were in Antalya for a weekend event to
improve our internal communication.

Finally, we held a two-day meeting in Kahramanmaraş where the
beneficiaries of the program met with the officials of our Ministry and
exchanged information and experience. Within the scope of the program,
thanks to our Kahramanmaraş Gold and Jewellery Center Project, we had
the opportunity to visit the Golden City, which has the most modern design
and three-dimensional modeling center in Turkey in the field of jewellery.
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Towards the EU
In this section, depending on the theme of each issue,
we would like to take a look at what stage Turkey is and
what is on the agenda of the EU in the chapters of EU
membership negotiations, which are the source of the
Competitive Sectors Program or in terms of fields of activity, and we would like to present you a summary. Since
this month’s theme is environmentally friendly production, we wanted to see where we are as a country in this
regard.
Although the projects supported under the Competitive Sectors Program are directly or indirectly related to
many chapter topics, the chapter that the Ministry of Industry and Technology is directly responsible for is number 20: Enterprise and Industrial Policy. As a matter of
fact, when we examine the focal point of the chapter, we
can easily observe its parallelism with the CSP. The 20th
chapter aims to develop industrial strategies that increase
competitiveness, and improve the general business environment in which SMEs operate, by accelerating adaptation to structural change, encouraging job creation and
growth throughout the EU, and creating an environment
conducive to domestic and foreign investments.
In connection with this goal, the text that has steered
the industrial policy of the EU in the recent period is “Investing in a Smart, Innovative and Sustainable Industry:
A New Industrial Policy Strategy for the EU”. On 10 March
2020, the European Commission shared with the public

its new Industrial Strategy aimed at the climate-neutral
and digital leadership transformation of the European
industry. The strategy aims to increase Europe’s competitiveness and strategic independence at a time of geopolitical changes and increasing global competition. This
New Industrial Strategy focuses on three key priorities to
strengthen the leading position of European industry:
1. To protect the global competitiveness of the European industry and to create equal competition conditions both in Europe and at the global level,
2. To make the European economy climate-neutral by
2050,
3. To shape Europe’s digital future.
As of 2012, Turkey has achieved full compliance with
the EU acquis by creating a comprehensive and up-todate industrial policy strategy aimed at strengthening
the competitiveness of Turkish industry, which is the
technical closing criterion of this chapter. In addition,
the Ministry of Industry and Technology has completed
sector strategies and action plans for various sectors in
cooperation with relevant stakeholders.
Turkey’s signing of the Paris Agreement in the past
days and the Green Deal Action Plan, which was previously published by the Ministry of Trade, are the recent
reflections of the determined steps taken in this direction.
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How does CISOP support eco-friendly production?
Productive SMEs of Trakya Region
Project objective: The project, designed by the Trakya Development Agency to improve the process and energy efficiency of SMEs in the region and to encourage efficiency-oriented production in
the manufacturing industry, aims to contribute to the socio-economic development of the region.
Term: 36 months
Project executor: Trakya Development Agency
Implementation place: Edirne, Tekirdağ, Kırklareli
What has been done? Within the Project, whose implementation started in January
2021, first stakeholder analysis studies were initiated. In this context, 41 SMEs were visited and 4 focus group meetings were held, thus by analyzing the needs and expectations of the stakeholders,
the Efficiency Platform is established, one of the
main activities of the project.
Training needs analysis started and within this
scope, 50 SMEs are visited.
Trakya Productivity Platform is established, which
aims to create a cooperation for the dissemination
of sustainable industrial policies by bringing together the public, private sector and non-governmental
organizations in the Trakya Region. The platform carries out actions to increase resource efficiency in the
manufacturing industry, to ensure energy efficiency,
to support the transition to renewable energy, to reduce the effects of waste on the environment, and
to expand the tools that will facilitate the transition
to green economy in the region with industrial symbiosis and similar eco-efficiency studies, and thus to
ensure rapid adaptation of SMEs to the European
Green Deal.
It is aimed that the platform will transform into
a cluster structure with the understanding of smart
specialization in the future, and will participate in
international platforms and provide various support
and guidance services to its stakeholders.
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What will be done? Within the scope of the project, 300 information visits will be made in order
to establish an understanding of effective management and correct productivity, and to determine the needs of SMEs. It is aimed to provide SMEs with new skills so that they can improve their
processes through training and consultancy for the identified needs. The check-up reports to be
prepared specifically for 130 SMEs will include not only the problems of the current situation, but
also suggestions for solutions. According to the check-up results, 70 SMEs will be provided with
consultancy and 120 SMEs will be trained on capacity building in order to increase efficiency. At
the end of the project, it is expected that the input costs of 50 SMEs will decrease, and at least 2
SMEs will implement environmentally friendly solutions for efficiency.
https://www.trakyaka.org.tr

trakyaverimlilikplatformu

TrakyaVP

Best for Energy (Boosting Effective and Sustainable
Transformation for Energy) – BEST
Project objective: The project, which is carried out with the perspectives of clustering and smart specialization,
focuses on increasing the investments and exports of the companies in the clean energy and clean technology
value chain and other companies wanting to move towards this field, in line with
the cluster strategy, and thus increasing the regional competitiveness and strengthening the cooperation between the stakeholders and aims to transform Izmir and
its environment into a region specializing in clean energy and clean technologies.
Term: 36 months
Project executor: In partnership with İzmir Development Agency (İZKA),
Energy Industrialists and Businessmen Association (ENSİA)
Implementation place: İzmir
What has been done? The implementation of the project started in June 2020,
and after the interviews with 150 companies and 35 sector stakeholders, the regional value chain and cluster analysis and detailed sector talent analysis report
for the wind, solar, geothermal and biomass sub-sectors for the clean energy and
clean technology sector were completed. With the 6 Focus Group meetings held,
their relations with universities and research institutions in the region or in Turkey
were analyzed. In order to increase university-industry cooperation, project ideas
defining the project subjects to be carried out with the partnership of academia
and industry were developed and possible financial resources were determined for
implementation.
A needs analysis report was prepared to form the basis for the design and implementation of training and capacity building programs. Online rapid needs screening (CLEANHİT) was applied to 70 companies. Cluster excellence training was organized in order to improve the capacities of institutions that create, implement
or contribute to a clustering policy in İzmir. For the 33 clean energy workshops
planned to be held in schools in order to raise children’s awareness of clean energy,
a content that is highly memorable, encouraging creativity and teaching through
practice was developed together with the Izmir Provincial Directorate of National
Education - EBA team. A web portal was created (bestforenergy.org) to announce
project activities and promote their output. In order to produce innovative ideas and applicable solutions in the
field of clean energy, “ideathons”, which are open innovation events where especially university students and
academicians come together, were started to be organized.
What will be done? The development of the cluster’s development strategy and action plan will be completed.
The sectoral value chain will be compared with similar chains, national and international demand analysis will
be completed, and a strategy will be developed for the clean energy and clean technology cluster. In order to
raise awareness of young people about clean energy and to draw attention to employment opportunities in the
clean energy sector, activities on clean energy to be organized by university student clubs will be supported.
Likewise, workshops will be organized for children in order to raise awareness of young age groups and children
on clean energy. In order to produce innovative ideas and applicable solutions in the field of clean energy, “ideathons”, which are open innovation events where especially university students and academicians come together, will be organized. Together with the stakeholders of the İzmir clean energy and clean technology ecosystem,
six ideathons will be held with the theme of clean hydrogen, wind energy and urban clean energy applications.
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https://bestforenergy.org

bestforenergy

LENS

TÜBİTAK MAM, Environment and
Cleaner Production Institute President

Dr. Selma Ayaz

Despite working in close areas, the number of
those who heard for the first time that such an
institute exists in Turkey is quite high and their
first reaction is astonishing happiness. When
was this institute established, with what kind of
need, what are the working areas of the center?
Our institute, which has been working with different
names since the establishment of TÜBİTAK MAM in 1972,
was restructured as the Environment and Cleaner Production Institute in 2013 with the decision taken by the
TÜBİTAK Science Board. Our institute, which conducts
clean production studies, provides training and consultancy for industrial sector enterprises, also carries out
studies in the fields of R&D projects on cleaner production and productivity improvement, establishment of the
National Life Cycle Database and life cycle evaluation for
products, resource efficiency guidelines.

As one of the leading actors of the public
sector, does TÜBİTAK have support plans
for issues such as environmentally friendly
production and eco-innovation?
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In our institute, there are studies that have been carried
out and are being carried out for years on issues such as
environment-friendly industry and eco-innovation. Within the scope of “Technology Needs Assessment in Industry
and Determination of Greenhouse Gas Reduction Potential Project within the Scope of Climate Change” between
2012 and 2014, a technological need assessment was
made with the data collected on the basis of a total of
258 facilities in selected industry sectors (iron and steel,
sugar, cement, lime, glass, ceramics and petrochemistry),the greenhouse gas emission reduction potentials to
be created by the changes were revealed, and cost analyzes were made. At the end of the project, we prepared
eight books revealing the relationship between climate
change and industrial sectors, and disseminated the results of the project with various informative activities.
Especially after we started to carry out the task of the
National Cleaner Production Center, we accelerated our
work on these issues. Based on the five main sectors
selected within the scope of the Project for Determining
the Resource Productivity Potential in the Industry, which

We are working on “green
municipality” that needs
green technologies and
sustainable solutions.
we carried out between 2014-2017, we revealed the resource productivity potential in terms of energy, water
and raw materials for our entire manufacturing industry,
both quantitatively and financially. In addition, we also
calculated the environmental impacts by applying normalization and weighting by evaluating the environmental impact categories such as energy consumption,
water consumption, freshwater eutrophication, saltwater
eutrophication, acid formation, inorganic respiration effects on human health, global warming and waste generation.
In the Project of Determining Cleaner Production Opportunities and Applicability in Industry, which we carried out on behalf of the Ministry of Environment and
Urbanization in 2016, we evaluated the applicability of
the various opportunities in the conditions of our country by examining the sectoral needs, cleaner production
opportunities, incentive mechanisms and legal regulations for the iron-steel and yeast sectors. We carried out
a draft legislation study for the yeast and iron and steel
industries in order to ensure environmentally compatible management of the enterprises and to regulate the

procedures and principles regarding the use of clean production technologies. In addition to the draft legislation
study, we evaluated three alternatives in the regulatory
impact analysis study, and made an estimation of the
economic, environmental and social impacts that would
be achieved in case the cleaner production practices defined in the draft legislation are implemented.
For “green municipality”, which needs green technologies and sustainable solutions other than industrial production processes, the researchers of our institute carried
out many researches.
We have developed a high-performance, environmentally-compliant, low-cost (not requiring the use of
chemicals) and high-efficiency hydrodynamic cavitation
reactor that can be used for the recovery of wastewater
treatment sludge, which is formed on an annual average
of 320 thousand tons (on the basis of dry matter) in urban wastewater treatment plants serving populations of
all sizes. Thanks to the innovative integrated system, the
amount of sludge that needs to be disposed of in treatment plants can be reduced by 15 percent. The amount
of biogas to be used for energy after anaerobic digestion
can also be increased by 25 percent. Hydrodynamic cavitation reactors, which can be used in all wastewater treatment plants with biogas plants in our country, are being
installed in Erzurum Biological Wastewater Treatment
Plant (Erbasat) and Muğla Province Advanced Biological
Wastewater Treatment Plant since 2020.
In addition these studies, we have been carrying out
life cycle assessment (LCA) studies since 2017 in order to
guide green and clean technologies from the beginning,
to evaluate the current environmental performance of
the industry, to express it with internationally accepted
performance indicators and to develop improvement
strategies. The aim of this project, which was started in
2017 and carried out on behalf of the Ministry of Industry
and Technology’s Strategic Research Efficiency General Directorate, is to develop the national LCA database,
which forms the basis of LCA studies, which are necessary
to support sustainable development in the Turkish industry, and to obtain economic and environmental benefits
with resource efficiency to be provided in the industry.
During the 2017-2020 period of the project, 148 energy,
domestic and industrial water supply datasets were produced. These data sets represent our country both geographically, technologically and temporally. The sets also
cover all stages from the acquisition of raw materials to
the delivery of the final product to the end user, with a
“cradle-to-door” approach.
In 2021, within the scope of enriching the national
LCA database, we started to work on developing datasets
for products under the steel, cement-lime and transportation (freight transportation) product groups produced
in arc furnace facilities taking into account the use of raw

materials in the production processes of the product, water and energy consumption, emission and waste generation, the environmental and economic importance
of the sector it is involved in, and the situation of being
affected by the changes to be brought by the European
Green Deal (EGD). In addition, in 2019, we completed
product-based life cycle assessments for selected products for the cement and ceramics industries.
Again, within the scope of the Project for Creating Environmental Labeling Criteria In Touristic Accommodation
Facilities Service Group Within the scope of the Sustainable
Implementation of the Turkish Environmental Label System
and Raising Awareness, which is supported by the Ministry of Environment and Urbanization, and which we
conducted in 2019, we carried out a LCA study for the
hotel management (service) sector. We have prepared an
application file by determining the environmental label
application criteria. We have prepared environmental label application guides for the textile, paper and ceramic
industries.
In order to contribute to the determination of the
right strategies in accordance with the obligations to
be brought by the European Green Deal, the management, sustainability and expansion of the national LCA
database with new data sets were included in the Green
Agreement Action Plan 2021 published by the Ministry
of Trade.

Instead of summarizing the comprehensive and
valuable information that Dr. Selma Ayaz gave as
part of our interview and sharing it with you only
in our November issue, we decided to publish the
remaining as the second part in the December
issue. You can read the rest of the interview in our
December issue.
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Energy Industrialists and Businessmen Association (ENSIA)
Chairman of Board

Alper Kalaycı
As Turkey,
we need to be
commissioning at
least 1000 MW of
investment in
wind energy
every year.

Clean or green energy production, as you
know, is one of the hottest agenda topics all
over the world. How is the position of Turkey in
clean energy production?

8

Our country embarked on its clean energy journey somewhat late compared to our competitor countries. At the
beginning of the 2000s, the importance given to renewable and clean energy sources and the awareness on
this issue reached a tangible level in all developed countries. We, on the other hand, had to be content with a
few small projects in wind energy - which is Turkey’s first
wind power plant (WPP) project, which I took part in as
an engineer in the Çeşme Germiyan WPP project. Aside
from social awareness, the energy sector and decision
makers were also asked the question “Will these rotating
windmills produce the electricity we need?” Not much,
but fifteen years ago, in 2006, our wind power installed
capacity was 55 megawatts (MW). Today, we have exceeded 10 thousand MW and have reached a share of 10
percent in the total installed power.
In solar energy, our delay is more dramatic. For many
years, we were a country that only used solar energy
to heat water. The first solar power plant (SPP) of our
country was established in Istanbul in 2011 with an installed power of 500 kilowatts. I’m talking about just 10

years ago. Today, we have reached an installed capacity
of 7,500 megawatts. When we include our biomass and
geothermal energy investments we have a renewable
and clean energy installed capacity of approximately 20
thousand MW. Which, in fifteen years, is a great success
in my opinion. I should also remind that the EU has excluded hydroelectric energy investments from the definition of renewable energy. As ENSİA, when we talk about
renewable and clean energy we understand wind, solar,
biomass and geothermal energy sources.

Technology in the field of renewable energy
is also developing and changing very rapidly.
You often emphasize that it is not the right
strategy for Turkey to produce domestic
energy resources with imported equipment.
However, we see an intense progress and
large clusters in the EU member countries and
especially in China in terms of eco-innovation
and environmentally friendly technology. What
are Turkey’s windows of opportunity in these
matters, where can Turkey play a role in this big
market?
It is obvious that the market is large and will continue
its growth trend in the coming period. Countries are at-

tracted by the fact that renewable energy reduces its dependence on foreign energy as well as reducing carbon
emissions. Therefore, domestic production of renewable
energy technologies and equipment is automatically on
the agenda of managers, as well as reducing foreign dependency and carbon emissions in energy. Every country
wants to benefit from this big cake economically.
With the increase in domestic investments that have
been added to the investments of international companies in Turkey, especially in the last ten years, there
has been a serious mass especially in İzmir and its surroundings. This mass quickly organized and started to
become a cluster. It is a candidate to not only meet the
needs of our country, but also increase our exports by
gaining a significant share from the international market, provided that both competitiveness and integration into global supply chains are achieved quickly with
the strategies created with analyzes based on concrete
data. I should point out that the word “domestic” in our
corporate view of “Let’s produce domestic energy with
domestic equipment” defines all enterprises engaged in
production within the borders of Turkey, regardless of
the source of capital. As of now, we are dependent on
imports for energy equipment by more than 70 percent.
As industry professionals, we draw attention to the fact
that a significant part of this import can be produced in
Turkey, and that the added value remains in our country
even if imported raw materials are used in the production processes.

How would you evaluate the support
mechanisms of the Turkish public sector
in areas such as renewable energy, ecoinnovation, and environmentally friendly
economies? In this context, what are your
expectations from the public?
The Renewable Energy Resources Support Mechanism
(YEKDEM) has a very important role in the success level
of our country in clean energy. Within the scope of YEKDEM, the purchase guarantees of the electricity produced
from renewable energy sources in the last ten years were
calculated in dollar cents and the prices were high. As of
June 2021, prices were slightly lowered and returned to
TL. Now, when you set up a new power plant, the domestic contribution share you receive is much lower. In the
days when the domestic contribution margin was high,
that is, when YEKDEM was popular, most of the production was going to the Turkish market. The change of YEKDEM will cause some slowdown in the Turkish market
in the coming periods. Because this mechanism continues, but the guarantee figures have decreased seriously.
Currently, the guaranteed price in solar energy has decreased to 67 percent, the domestic contribution margin

to 83 percent, the guarantee price of wind energy to 40
percent and the domestic contribution to 70 percent. In
other words, previously an investor was receiving ten
units of incentive, he now receives three or four units of
incentive.
Today, our project volume licensed by EMRA has decreased significantly. While Turkey’s installed power was
1500-2000 MW, there were about 10-11 thousand MW
granted licenses. In fact, our officials at that time said,
“We gave 10 thousand MW licenses, 2 thousand were
made, 8 thousand were not. Actually, there is a license.
They said that the licenses could not be realized, there
was no problem in the project stock. Today, we have exceeded 10 thousand MW in terms of installed power. But
the amount of production license is 12.300 MW. In other
words, the licensed project stock is nearing the end. In
the new period, instead of receiving direct license application, it will be continued with YEKA projects.
There are YEKA projects of 2 thousand MW wind energy whose competitions have been concluded so far.
Considering that the first turbines will be commissioned
at the end of 2022 and in 2023, we can say that 2022 will
be a year of respite. In order for the sector to continue
its investments without losing its momentum, newly licensed fields must be opened for investment. As Turkey,
we need to be commissioning at least 1000 MW of investment in wind energy every year. As an industry, we
have expressed the target of “25 thousand MW installed
power in 2030” for many years. I think the realistic target
at the moment is 20 thousand megawatts.

As ENSİA, you are the project partner of
İzmir Development Agency (İZKA) in the
Project of Supporting Effective and Sustainable
Transformation in Energy (BEST for Energy)
supported within the scope of Competitive
Sectors Program. What do you think is the place
of this project among the environmentally
friendly energy generation projects carried out
before in Turkey?
The BEST For Energy Project, of which we are a stakeholder with the Izmir Development Agency, has a perspective
that emphasizes sustainability with its clustering and
smart specialization approaches, designed in integration
with Izmir’s blue and green growth strategies. Therefore,
it is not a project on its own, but has a structure that
works in integration with other projects and activities
in İzmir. In addition to companies producing renewable
energy equipment and services, youth and children are
also among the target audience of the project. We aim
to establish a competitive cluster of companies on the
one hand, and to raise awareness of clean energy among
young people and children, on the other.
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Energy Community Secretariat
Sustainable Energy Expert

Irina Lazzerini

Senior Environmental Expert

Peter Vajda

Lack of carbon pricing in the
neighborhood countries and
consequent carbon leakage
when importing goods to the
EU can undermine the EU’s
climate ambition to meet the
objective of a climate-neutral
Europe by 2050.

Could you briefly tell us about your
organization and its field work?
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The Energy Community is an international organisation which brings together the European Union and its
neighbours to create an integrated pan-European energy market. The organisation was founded by the Treaty
establishing the Energy Community signed in October
2005 in Athens. It is in force since July 2006. The key objective of the Energy Community is to extend the EU internal energy market rules and principles to countries in
South East Europe, the Black Sea region and beyond on
the basis of a legally binding framework.
The mission of the Energy Community Treaty has several goals:

> to establish a stable regulatory and market framework,
> to attract investment in power generation and networks,
> to create an integrated energy market allowing for
cross-border energy trade and integration with the EU
market,
> to enhance the security of supply,
> to improve the environmental situation in relation
with energy supply,
> to foster the use of renewable energy and energy efficiency
> to develop competition at regional level and exploit
economies of scale.
The Energy Community has nine Contracting Parties

the comparative advantage of several industrial sectors
and will influence their export potential.

How would you summarize the required role
of governments through the transition to more
sustainable production models?
Governments play a vital role in their decision-making
position and through their respective role in the lawmaking system. Setting an enabling legal framework
for the energy transition and for more sustainable production models is the starting point for any policy and is
indispensable. As this legal framework very often relies
on secondary legislation (i.e. legal measures adopted
upon the mandate on a piece of law adopted by the national assembly), the role of governments is even more
pronounced in this process, given the fact that they are
in the position of lawmaker here. At the same time, governments play a key role in making sure that production
models are based on reliable targets and planning and
that workers’ concerns, needs and perspective are considered. Inclusion is a prerogative of sustainability, that’s
why it’s of paramount importance for governments to
engage in dialogue with workers, employers and unions.

(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Kosovo*,
Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia and
Ukraine) and three Observers (Armenia, Norway and Turkey).

What challenges do you foresee for the
neighborhood countries when adapting to the
global sustainability agenda or in specific,
EU-wide sustainable production requirements?
The biggest challenge for EU neighborhood countries, especially in the Western Balkans and Ukraine, is the strong
reliance on fossil fuels for electricity production and heat
and the very high carbon intensity of production processes compared to the EU27 average. Related to this, an
additional challenge is the fact that with the exceptions
of Montenegro and Ukraine, CO2 emissions do not have
a price tag yet. Therefore, the avoided costs of CO2 emissions in the region are currently very prominent. Lack of
carbon pricing in the neighborhood countries and consequent carbon leakage when importing goods to the
EU can undermine the EU’s climate ambition to meet
the objective of a climate-neutral Europe by 2050. The
proposal of a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism to
address the risks of carbon leakage from the sectors with
the highest emissions (e.g. cement, aluminum, steel, iron,
fertilizers, electricity generation) will definitely be a major
challenge for EU neighborhood countries as it will curb

Could you give us any example on what in
your opinion is a good/innovative public sector
intervention?
The EU rules on energy efficiency require and emphasise
the exemplary role of the public sector when it comes
to the energy efficiency of buildings. This means that
schools, hospitals or offices of different levels of government should have priority when it comes to their
modernization with the aim of consuming less energy.
It has become axiomatic in the past years that the largest energy source is the one that does not have to be
generated, therefore energy efficiency measures shall
be the first step in any policy, even before entering the
topic of increasing the share of renewables in the energy
mix. Given the very high number of buildings, the public
sector plays a very important role in this process. Also,
a good example of public sector intervention is the implementation of carbon funds. When designed correctly,
carbon funds allow for generated carbon revenues to be
collected and channeled towards specific sectors (RES,
energy efficiency) or socio-economic interventions that
will be of most benefit for vulnerable citizens; for example, when it comes to coal mining areas, by ensuring a
just, inclusive energy transition also through re-skilling
and upskilling of workers.
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What’s on the calendar this month?
31
12
October
November

22
23
November November

COP 26 – United Nations Climate Change Conference
United Kingdom – Glasgow (in partnership with Italy)
The United Nations convenes with the emphasis of “last chance to contain
climate change”. The United Nations Climate Change Conference 21 (COP
21) was held in Paris in 2015 and the Paris Agreement, which is one of the
most important agenda items at the moment, was signed at that time. For
the first time, all countries agreed to keep global warming below 2 degrees
Celsius and target 1.5 degrees Celsius, adapt to changing climate impacts and
provide funds to achieve these goals. However, the 1.5 degrees target could
not be reached in the elapsed time. This year’s conference aims to finalize the
Paris Agreement Rulebook, which will make the Paris Agreement operational,
and to increase actions to combat climate change in cooperation with governments, business and civil society.

Energy Poverty Advisory Hub Kick-off Event (EPAH)
(online)
At the inaugural event of the Hub, which was established to develop EU-led
local measures against energy poverty, EU, national and local stakeholders
come together to discuss how EU policies and EPAH are accelerating efforts
to reduce energy poverty.
For more information: https://energy-poverty.ec.europa.eu/about-us/
events/energy-poverty-advisory-hub-launch-event-2021_en

World Science Day for Peace and Development

10
November

On the day that was decided to be celebrated as a result of the 31st UNESCO
General Conference, activities will be organized to emphasize the importance
of science in society and in our daily life and to ensure that large segments of
society are more interested in scientific issues.

The theme of our next issue:
Investing in future technologies
Ministry of Industry and Technology
Mustafa Kemal Mahallesi Dumlupınar Bulvarı 2151. Cadde No: 154/A Çankaya 06530 Ankara
Tel: (312) 201 69 51
For all your questions and suggestions regarding the Competitive Sectors Program, you can reach us at rsp@sanayi.gov.tr

rekabetcisektorler.sanayi.gov.tr
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